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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5983 - Home: (217) 348-7553

90-687

December 26, 1990

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EXCELLENCE MARKS 1990 AT EASTERN
CHARLESTON, IL--National recognition, completion of the
first new academic building in twenty years, and the start of the
Second Century Campaign were only three of the 1990 highlights at
Eastern Illinois University.
According to Money magazine's annual fall guide, "The Money
Guide to the Best Colleges in America," Eastern is rated 73rd
among 100 public schools nationwide offering "the best education
for the buck."
Eastern had previously been named one of the 350 "most
recognizable and prestigious" undergraduate universities in the
United States in the book Top American Colleges, published by
Simon and Schuster.
-more-
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Eastern President Stan Rives said, "Eastern's goal is to
provide quality, affordable higher education.
what Money measured."

This is exactly

The University of Illinois at Champaign-

Urbana is the only other Illinois public university included.
He added, "As a 'public ivy,' Eastern knows that students
and their parents are concerned about the increasing cost of a
college education.

We have taken positive steps to control

cost."
Eastern's location was also praised in a new book, The
Rating Guide to Life in America's Small Cities.

Charleston-

Mattoon ranked 56th among 219 "micropolitan" areas.

Ratings are

based on categories such as climate, economics, education,
sophistication, housing, public safety, and urban proximity.
Facilities/Construction
In November, Governor James R. Thompson dedicated Lumpkin
Hall, Eastern's first new state-built academic building in twenty
years.

The new facility allows the Lumpkin College of Business

to consolidate most of its operations into one building from the
current six.
Among those attending the dedication ceremonies were
Consolidated Communications, Inc. Chairman Richard A. Lumpkin,
and Mrs. R.A. Lumpkin, widow of the late Richard Adamson Lumpkin,
for whom the building is named.
Furnishing and equipping the building was made possible in
part by the highly successful "Taking Care of Business" capital
campaign which surpassed its $500,000 goal by almost $40,000.

-more-
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In August, students, faculty and administrators gathered for
a

g~oundbreaking

Center.

ceremony at the site for the Student Recreation

The $6 million facility, approved by Eastern students in

a 1989 student referendum, is scheduled for completion in August
1991.
Internationally-known balladeer Burl Ives was present in
April for the dedication of the new Burl Ives Art Studio Hall, a
6,200 square-foot facility.
The Regency Apartments were purchased by the University and
renamed University Court.

The complex is designed to accommodate

570 students and a complex manager.
Phase II of Greek Court was completed and construction on
Phase III is scheduled for completion in the fall of 1991.

All

eight houses of Phase II are filled with three fraternities and
five sororities for the spring semester.

Phase III is already

fully committed and several fraternities and sororities are on a
waiting list.
Enrollment/Funding
Total on- and off-campus enrollment for the spring semester
was 10,667, an increase of 58 students over the previous year,
reflecting a planned increase in off-campus enrollments of more
than 20 percent.

Both minority and international student

enrollment increased.
To maintain enrollment at current levels, Eastern closed
admission January 26 to undergraduate transfer students applying
for the fall semester.
-more-
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Summer School enrollment of 3,723 reflected a one percent
inc=ease over 1989, and fall semester enrollment was 11,116, an
increase of 48 students over the previous year.

These figures

include 1,318 graduate enrollments for spring, up 109 from 1989,
and 1,334 in the fall, up 18.
The University's Fiscal Year 1991 operating budget, an
increase of 3.1 percent over FY90, was the highest percent
increase in the Board of Governors system.

FY91 capital funding

of $1,841,800 will be used to upgrade space for a mathematics
department, repair and replace cooling towers, construct a
warehouse to replace the deteriorated Central Stores structure,
and extend EIU's Energy Management System to the Fine Arts
building and Klehm Hall.
During Fiscal Year 1990, Eastern also earned nearly $4.7
million in externally funded grants.

This is the highest amount

ever awarded to the University and represents an increase of more
than $730,000 from the previous fiscal year.

The total makes

Eastern very competitive among American Association of State
Colleges and Universities in universities of comparable size and
mission.
Commencement
More than 1,750 graduates were eligible to participate in
the 91st Spring Commencement, where an honorary Doctor of Laws
degree was prese nte d to Donald L. Calvin, Eastern alumnus and
retired Executive Vi ce President of the New York Stock Exchange.
Professor Ruth Dow o f the School of Home Economics was recognized
as winner of the 199 0 Outstanding Faculty Award.
-more-

ADD 4/4/4/4

EXCELLENCE MARKS 1990

In June, Hazel Watson of Charleston was formally presented
with an honorary Doctor of Public Service Degree at a special
ceremony to honor her and to remember her son, Leland, for his
many contributions to the arts.

(Mrs. Watson was unable to

accept her degree at the 1989 Fall Commencement Ceremony because
of her son's death.)
More than 844 graduates were eligible to participate in the
Summer Commencement and 841 in the Fall, when honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degrees were presented to the internationally
honored and celebrated poet Gwendolyn Brooks of Chicago and the
accomplished singer, actor and educator William Warfield of
Champaign.

Warfield served as the University's Visiting

Professor for Cultural Diversity during the fall semester.
Key Staff Changes
Jeanne H. Simpson, associate professor of English and a
member of the faculty since 1975, was named assistant vice
president for Academic Affairs and Jill F. Nilsen, chair of the
Department of Communication Disorders and Sciences since 1984,
became associate dean of the Graduate School and Research.
Jeffrey Lynch was named assistant dean of the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences and James Pacino, assistant vice
president for Human Resources.
Martha Brown, associate dean of the College of Applied
Sciences since 1988, is now interim director of Eastern's Board
of Governors Bachelor of Arts Degree Program.
-more-
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Shirley Neal, director since 1979, who was selected to participate in the Board of Governors Affirmative Action Administrative
Fellows Program for 1990-91.
Students
Eastern continued to offer cultural diversity, not only by
having students from 96 of Illinois' 102 counties and 35 of the
48 continental states, but also through its 95 international
students from 22 countries.
President Rives appointed a 31-member task force composed of
faculty, staff, and students to develop a comprehensive action
plan for enhancing minority participation.
Dan Riordan, a junior from Country Club Hills, was elected
Student Body President and - Brett Gerber, a junior from Kankakee,
is Eastern's new student member of the Board of Governors.
From among 1,000 entries, Eastern's Jazz Ensemble, under the
direction of Allan Horney, was named the "College Winner" among
jazz big bands during Down Beat magazine's 13th Annual Student
Music Awards.
In addition, Down Beat named the EIU Saxophone Quartet as
the "College Winner" among classical instrumental chamber music
groups.

EIU and the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y.,

were the only schools to have two winners.
Lynn Hempen, a senior in speech communication, was awarded a
one-year Fulbright Scholarship to the University of Salzburg,
Austria.

Terri Connolly, a junior majoring in Spanish and

political science, and Suzan Konopacki, a junior majoring in home
-more-
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economics and minoring in Spanish and business, won scholarships
in the International Studies Association competition and left in
July to study Spanish at the University of Madrid.
Elizabeth Adams, a senior speech communication major, was
nominated for the USA Today 1991 All-USA Academic Team, and
Eastern will soon join a select group of colleges and
universities nationwide with National Mortar Board chapters.
Mortar Board, a national university honors society, recently
approved Eastern's Tassels Honor Society to be one of its
chapters.
Eastern's Interfraternity Council was honored with several
awards at the 1990 Mid American Interfraternity Council
Association/Mid American Panhellenic Council Association
Conference, including the prestigious Jellison Award, which
recognizes it as the best Interfraternity Council in the Midwest.
For the third consecutive year, Eastern's Delta Tau Delta
chapter received the National Fraternity's Hugh Shields Award,
the highest honor an undergraduate chapter can receive.
In September, Roseane Yampolschi, a music graduate student
from Brazil, South America, was invited to the International
Festival of Contemporary Music in Oslo, Norway.

Her composition

was one of 69 out of 594 selected to be performed at the
prestigious festival.
U.S. Army Second Lieutenant Janice Sharkey, BS '89, a
computer management major, was honored as the number one Reserve
Officers' Training Corps graduate in the Midwest Region.
-more-
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Montgomery of Charleston, a recent journalism graduate, was named
National College Designer of the Year in the magazine/yearbook
division by the Associated Collegiate Press.
The year also marked a significant increase in the number of
employers who recruited Eastern graduates and alumni.

The

Placement Center coordinated 156 on-campus interview schedules
which represents a 35 percent increase over 1989.

Employer

participation in each of Eastern's three annual job fairs
increased dramatically.
To better support the student body, Booth Library's
Book/Periodical Budget was increased from a base of $711,212 in
1988-89 to $810,781 in 1989-90; volumes added to the collection
numbered 17,603; total circulation to users was 347,185; and the
"Gate Count" of individuals entering the Library was 531,478.
Community Relations
The University continu~d its role as a "Good Neighbor"
through a variety of initiatives.

Eastern surpassed its $25,000

goal for the 1989-90 United Way campaign, contributing a
significant portion of the overall Eastern Coles County goal of
$80,000.
The School of Adult and Continuing Education provided credit
and credit-free programs for almost 10,000 people, a record
enrollment.

Eastern again offered specially designed Summer

School workshops, which focused on the theme "Renaissance and
Revolution."
-more-
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In its fourteenth continuous year, the College of Fine Arts'
annual "Celebration: A Festival of the Arts" was held in April.
Rated among the top festivals in the United States by author
Kathleen Thompson Hill in Festivals U.S.A.: The 1,000 Best
Festivals, "Celebration" brought more than 20,000 visitors to the
campus.
In September, the College of Health, Physical Education and
Recreation (HPER) sponsored Eastern Illinois University's Third
Annual Wellness Fair, which attracted

more than 3,000

participants, and more than 1,800 adult and teen women attended
the fifth annual Women's Expo and Health Fair in March.
In October, Eastern and area citizens joined more than 400
other campuses and communities on World Food Day.

School

children, Eastern students, area businesses, organizations and
churches conducted canned food drives as part of the activities.
During the year, the Peace Meal Grant, administered by the
College of Applied Sciences, served a total of 382,233 meals to
9,601 older persons.

A series of activities, coordinated by the

Women's Studies Council, commemorated Women's History and
Awareness Month, and when Eastern's sorority and fraternity
members celebrated their 39th Annual Greek Week activities in
April, they demonstrated community support by helping with the
Special Olympics.
Eastern's Col le ge of Education is the administrative agent
for a $308,978 grant from the Illinois State Board of Education,
-more-
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designed to fund vocational education programs statewide and
benefit area community colleges.
To help reduce the dropout rate among migrant students,
Eastern completed a summer education program for 33 migrant
students from South Texas and Florida, designed to improve their
reading, writing and math skills.
The College of HPER's Adult Fitness/Cardiac Rehabilitation
Program had approximately 150-175 participants (average age 55)
who walk,

jog or swim.

They also do screenings for the

Charleston Police and Fire Department Personnel and Coles County
Sheriff Officers.
As a community service project, students in Eastern's
Chapter of the American Advertising Federation organized the
second annual Immanuel Speech Event, where developmentally
impaired adults practice making public speeches.
The University also initiated a Hazardous waste Reduction
and Disposal Program, a campus-wide recycling committee, and
supported the Chamber of Commerce's "Petunias" beautification
project along Lincoln Avenue.
In December, President and Mrs. Stan Rives hosted the
annual Community Holiday Party in Booth Library for nearly 2,000
area residents. Following the party, the holiday concert in
Dvorak Hall featured the EIU Community Orchestra with renowned
baritone William Warfield.
Reaccreditation/New Programs
Eastern also approved a new general education program
effective with the fall semester of 1991.
-more-
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August will complete a set of "integrated core" courses as a
condition of graduation.

Approval of the new program implements

a major recommendation of Eastern's Study of Undergraduate
Education.
The School of Technology was notified by the National
Association of Industrial Technology that its Industrial
Technology program was moved to full accreditation status for the
three years remaining on its current accreditation period.
In 1990, the College of HPER celebrated its 25th year: "A
Quarter Century of Excellence," opened its new microcomputer
laboratory, and learned that its Athletic Training Education
Program was fully accredited by the National Athletic Trainers
Association.
A recent visit by an American Assembly of Collegiate Schools
of Business consulting team indicated that the Lumpkin College of
Business is now in a good position to seek accreditation which is
achieved by only 10 percent of all business programs in the U.S.
The School of Home Economics had the largest number of
majors (for a fall semester) in its history, with 619 undergraduate and graduate majors.
Faculty-Staff Recognition
State, national, and international recognition continued to
document the professionalism and accomplishments of Eastern's
faculty and staff.
As a member of the Northeast-Midwest Leadership Council,
President Stan Rives participated in a Council-sponsored "Dialog
on Reauthorizing the Higher Education Act for the 1990s" at the
-more-
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Rives was also elected to the Board of

of the Illinois State Chamber of Commerce.

The Committee on Centers and Regional Associations of the
Medieval Academy of America re-elected Robert Kindrick, Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs and professor of English,
to a three-year term as secretary.

Kindrick has served in the

position for six years.
During the first annual Honors Program Awards Day, Vice
President for Student Affairs Glenn Williams was presented the
Honors Program's first Faculty Excellence Award in recognition of
his outstanding teaching in the program.
Judith Anderson, director of Affirmative Action and Programs
for Professional Enrichment, was named an American Council on
Education Fellow for academic year 1990-91.
Vaughn Jaenike, dean of the College of Fine Arts, served his
second year as president of the International Council of Fine
Arts Deans, which is comprised of more than 250 fine arts deans
from around the world.
William C. Hine, dean of the School of Adult and Continuing
Education, was elected to the national Board of Directors of the
Association for Continuing Higher Education and Bruce Guernsey,
professor of English, received a Fulbright grant to lecture on
American poetry in Greece during the spring semester of 1991.
Andrea Bonnicksen, professor of political science, received
a Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship at the University of Texas
Medical School and David Appleby, professor of music, was honored
by the Brazilian Government with the Heitor Villa-Lobos
-more-
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Centennial Medal in recognition of his life-long efforts in
promoting the musical works of Villa-Lobos.
Botany Professor John Ebinger, who has been on the staff
since 1963, was selected as Eastern's nominee for the Board of
Governors' first "Distingushed Professor Award," the most
prestigious faculty . honor in the five-university system.
Ruth Dow, professor of home economics, was nominated by
Eastern for the Council for the Advancement and Support of
Education "Professor of the Year" award, and Ken Hadwiger,
professor of speech communication, was honored in Switzerland for
his work interfacing the Swiss broadcasting system with U.S.
government agencies and international scholarly associations.
Larry D. Helsel, assistant dean of the School of Technology,
was installed as President of the University Division of the
National Association of Industrial Technology.

John Faust,

professor of political scie~ce, and Hal Nordin, professor of
economics, received Joseph J. Malone Faculty Excellence Awards to
participate in an Arab and Islamic Studies Program in the MiddleEast.
Kathleen Doyle, professor of health studies, was awarded the
National Distinguished Service Award from Eta Sigma Gamma, the
National Professional Health Science Honorary.
Michael Strader, director of the Peace Meal Senior Nutrition
Project; Joyce Crouse, coordinator of the Master of Arts in
Gerontology Program; and Todd Stevenson, director of the
Charleston Area Senior Citizens Center, were selected as
delegates to the Illinois White House Conference on Aging.
-more-

•
•

ADD 13/13/13/13

EXCELLENCE MARKS 1990

Charles G. Eberly, assistant professor of educational
psychology and guidance, received the Presidential Service Award
of the Association for Measurement and Evaluation in Counseling
and Development in recognition of his service to the association
as its president for 1989-1990.
At the Annual Affirmative Action Awards Banquet, the Office
of the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Office of
Residential Housing, and the Department of Educational
Administration each received $250 awards, funded by the EIU
Foundation, for their efforts to increase cultural diversity on
Eastern's campus.
A column by Economics Professor Allen Smith now appears in
fifteen newspapers in six states and has surpassed the one
million circulation mark.
David Dodd, director of Testing Services, was selected
Eastern's "Boss of the Year;"

Joy Craft of Human Resources,

Employee of the Year; and Ed Roberts of the Physical Plant,
Supervisor of the Year.
Eastern mourned the loss of Maynard "Pat" O'Brien, retired
administrator and nationally known cross country and track coach,
who died in March.
in 1974.

He served EIU from 1946 until his retirement

O'Brien Stadium is named for him.
Visitors/Meetings

A variety of co nferences, camps, workshops, and speeches
brought thousands o f visitors to the Coles County area during
1990.

-more-
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Reginald Wilson, Eastern's first Visiting Professor for
Cul~ural

Diversity, opened a full schedule of activities for

February's Black History Month with a public lecture on the broad
aspects of cultural diversity.
Eastern hosted the May meeting of the Illinois Board of
Higher Education and Robert Leininger, Illinois Superintendent of
Education and two members of his staff, Brenda Holmes,
Legislative Director and an Eastern graduate, and Al Ramirez,
Deputy Superintendent, visited the campus for a get-acquainted
conference in March at the invitation of Dean Charles Joley,
College of Education.
The Honorable M. James Wilkinson, u.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations, visited in October and gave a public speech.
Eastern hosted the First Illinois/Indiana Regional Network of
Colleges and Universities Committed to the Elimination of Drug
and Alcohol Abuse Conference in February.
Burl Ives presented a collection of folk ballads and tales
to a "sold-out" audience in April.

Proceeds will benefit

Eastern's Department of Art and the Burl Ives Art Studio Hall.
Boris Notkin, anchor and commentator on the popular Soviet
television program, "Good Evening Moscow," presented a public
lecture at Eastern in October.
In May, Eastern hosted the Illinois High School Association
state final track championships with several thousand competitors
and fans participating.
In June, Eastern hosted nearly 1,000 Illinois high school
students for the 55th Annual American Legion Premier Boys State
-more-
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and more than 700 at the 50th Annual Girls State.

Speakers

included Governor James Thompson, Secretary of State Jim Edgar,
and Attorney General Neil Hartigan.
Some 170 emeritus faculty were present as honored guests at
Founders Day in June, marking Eastern's 95th birthday.

An open

house and display of historical documents, photographs, and
artifacts depicting Eastern's "beginnings" were among the
highlights.
Robert Hennings, then chairman of the Department of History,
received the Livingston C. Lord Distinguished Service Award, the
University's most prestigious honor for service; Louis Hencken,
associate vice president for Student Affairs and director of
Housing, the University Administration Service Award; P. Scott
Smith, then a professor of physics, the University Faculty
Service Award; and Carol Strode, assistant to the director of the
Physical Plant, the University Civil Service/Service Award.
Fifty high school freshmen, sophomores, and juniors
participated in the Chicago Ada S. McKinley Educational Services
(AMES) Project Upward Bound college preparatory program and
twenty-five junior honors students and two faculty from Chicago's
Percy Julian High School received a first-hand look at the
Eastern campus in February.

In July, Eastern honored 49 Chicago

Percy Julian High School students who completed a four-week
summer program at Eastern.
The University also hosted 40 minority high school juniors
from across Illinois for the Summer Leadership and College Prep
Camp in June.

Coordinated through the School of Adult and
-more-
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Continuing Education, the camp helps students set academic goals
and gain confidence in their abilities to succeed in college.
World-renowned musicians from around the globe convened at
Eastern in June for the 22nd International Horn Workshop.

Vernon

Jarrett, columnist for the Chicago Sun-Times, WLS-TV commentator,
and founder of the National Association of Black Journalists, was
the Journalism Day speaker in April.
Alumni Update
In Illinois, the big news was the election of Jim Edgar, BA
'68, as Governor, and

thro~ghout

the world Eastern's other

50,000-plus alumni also continue to excel in their professions.
Pamela Parker-McKinney, MBA '87, was named Director of
Alumni/Community Relations.
Distinguished Alumnus Award recipients for 1990 were Michael
W. Conlin, BS '70, MS '71, Chief Officer, Division of Fisheries,
Illinois Department of Conservation; Robert A. Ingram, BS '65,
Executive Vice President, Administration and Regulatory Affairs,
Glaxo Co., Inc.; and John G. Wargo, BSE '50, Executive Director
of the Illinois Association of School Administrators.
Alumni Service Award winners were Dr. Roger W. Dettro, BS
'53, who has practiced dentistry in Mattoon since 1961 and has
served as mayor of Mattoon since 1972.

Also honored was Gary C.

Rogers, BSE '61, MS '65, who has been a teacher and principal in
the Danville School District since 1961.
Sports
Panther football finished with a 5-6 record and tied for
third in the Gateway Conference with a 3-3 record.
-more-
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basketball had a 10-18 record, the third time they have been .500
since advancing to Division I nine years ago, and the Lady
Panthers basketball team finished 15-12 overall with Barb Perkes
and Tracy Roller each earning First Team All Gateway Conference
honors.
Tim Lance earned walter Camp Football Foundation AllAmerican honors as a defensive back, was chosen to play in the
Blue Gray All-Star Classic on Christmas Day, was named Gateway
Conference Defensive 'Player of the Year,' was featured in Sports
Illustrated as one of six 'sleepers' for the '91 NFL draft, and
twice was chosen national defensive 'Player of the Week' by USA
Today.

Eastern's Dan Steele earned All-American honors at the

NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships in June.
Toward . the Second Century
Eastern has begun preparation for celebrating its centennial
in 1994-95.

The University' Archives are established in Booth

Library, professor Duane Elbert is at work on the centennial
history, and in September the Second Century Campaign for Eastern
was inaugurated.

President Rives announced $11,550,000 toward a

$20 million goal had been achieved.

The campaign period will be

1990 through 1995.
The Campaign is designed to promote continuing quality and
excellence within the Eastern educational community by
complementing public sector assistance with private sector fund
raising.
The primary components of the campaign are excellence in the
undergraduate experience, endowed student scholarships and
-more-
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honors program support, endowed faculty chairs and
professorships, library development and campus enhancement, and
community service.

The campaign leadership is coordinated by a

13-member steering committee comprised of leaders from across the
country.

Burl Ives serves as honorary national chairman.
-30-

